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Our Mission

The Night Lights aim: foster inclusivity, positivity, & renewal.
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Connection. Get closer and
reconnect to the people you love
in the outdoors. Enjoy campfire
vibes, live music, picnies, carnival

Celebration. There is always
areason Lo celebrate life, be
reminded of your reasons.

activities, ete.

Charity. It's important we give
back to the community, so we
partner with local nonprofits.

L

Community. We believe it’s
always important to support
local businesses by hiring
vendors including musical &
special performance talent.
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The Tide Newspaper

April 7, 2021 FEATURES 7
SGA imposes strong outlook for students

said. "1 meet with Michael Berthel every other  Student Body chat, which we're really kappy
week, and we have a fantastic relationship, He  abowt, We have a little over 400 prople in there
ares about the student body. There are certaln  right now, so I've been proud of getting the
things that we might not necessarily agree on word out with 8GA,” he said. “The more people
what would be best, but it’s always my job to that are in there, the mone voices we can hear.
take the side of the students and gauge what So we want 1o increase oulreach. We want lo go
they're leoking for, and then we go 1o him, we and talk to more people te come and fix things
talk about it and 1 work hard to make swre that — on campus, There are glaring issues that yo
b knows what they want becanse that's ulti- know people bring up Lo us sometimes that
mately my job.” we woulidn't mecessarily notice if they didn'e.”
LaPollo believes SGA should play a preva-  LaPollo wants students to know they can come
lent role in the campus comminity and wants 10 SGA with any concerns or disires to stan

evervone to know that they are students, for new clubs. “We're always active on Instagram,
the students, “Last semester, we had a banquet  You can shoot us a DM, and we will be posting
where we invited student leaders and some a lot mare information through there about the

members of the faculty. The goal of that was umniversity and our program specifically and
not only to bring everybody together but share  with The Stedent Body GroupMe,” he said, “1f
‘the SGA message with student leaders so that you post a concern there, one of us will see it
they can then relay it onto their organizations,”  as a member of the executive board, whether
hie said, By letting people know that we can it's myself or any of the other individuals. 1 find

make real change and we have the ability to that a lot of times when one person has an lssue
BY ANDREW SCARPACI talk to people who can make a direct change, with something, 20 other peaple or more have
APORTS EDATOR and ifyuu look around campus, we've seen it the same issue, so putting that in GroupMe is
already.” LaPollo emphasizes that enmﬂ:mes even better.”
Since Fall 2021, Senior Business Adminis- itis to be tough on admini As for new clubs, LaPollo ensures every-

tration major Robert LaPollo has been presi- and it's something he is more than willing to do one’s vadces are heard and hopes to expand
dent of SGA and i3 beading the way for all the il mecessary. “We have 1o be tough on adminis-  ideas to il anvone’s inlerests in the campuis
achievemnents made under the organization. tration because if they're not producing for the  community, “We're very open-minded. We ap-
LaPollo has had many proud moments aver stirdents in a way that we think is appropriate,  prove all sorts of different clubs, s0 anyone can
his time in the program. “One is bringing the il the students are asking for something repeat- g0 to experience Shark Nation through Prom-
program back becawse, like many other orga- wedly and they're not getting it. then it's our job  ise, and then once they have 10 to 15 members
nizations, COVID didn’t help. Our presenceon o be tough on that, and really double down in their arganization, they can email SGA, and
campus wasn't as strong last vear, and it was and make sure that their needs are being heard.  we will give them a date to come in for ap-

my goal to bring the name back to the organiza-  As president of the SGA, that's always some- proval,” LaPollo said. LaPollo truly believes in
tion,” he said. “Allow peophe to know that SCA  thing that | do,” he said, the camypus community and ensures SCA will

& here for vou, We're providing for the student LaPollo is excited about what SGA was able  work 1o meet the needs of every student. “We
bedy and we're doing things that can better to accomplish kast semester and the pace for are going to reach out to the students to get the
their LIU experience”, growth, “Sa last semester was mainky about students ideas and concerns, but we would like

According to LaPollo, working with admin-  getting the program back because we were kind — them to reach out to us as well. We would really
Estration has been pivotal to working on behali  of starting at a point where we didn’t have an encourage people to contact us as mlwha.s;p-ns‘
of the students. Last fall, one of SGAs major identity, We weren't really as known on cam- sible, and I don't care how controversial it is,”
early accomplishments was getting the students  pus, so it was our goal to get that message oul,”  he said. “Our relationship with the administra-
back in rheg\-ms. They pressured administra- — he said. “We are increasing our presence on so-  tion is fantastic, and we have a lot of respeet for
tion to get it done quickly, and they sucoeeded  clal media. We started posting more to keep the  them, but I'm not afraid to bring those contro-
in ge!lmgllwm reopened “We have a fantastic  public up to date with what we're working on. versial issues to their desk if it needs to because

ip with [the] inistration right We have commitbees that go around campus, our job is to represent the student body. Use
naw., In the past. it wasn't always that way, SGA  and they look at things that need to be fised or - your voice if you see an issue, don't be afraid to
wasn't as involved with administration, and things that could potentially be added.” La- share it with everyone else as well, and that's
naw it's been my goal to reach out to them and  Pollo has no plans on stopping or slowing down  how we could bring the community closer.”
let them know that we want to work with them  from the progress made at Post, He is working Rech out to SGA!
becanse working together can yield the best hard an growing the presence of student voices Instagram: @ liupostsga
results for the LIU community as a whole,"he  via GroupMe, “We've been able to create The Email: post-sgac@my. livedu
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Interested in music, sports,
talk shows, or podcasts?

Join LIU’s Radio Station

No experience needed!
contact us | wewp@liu.edu
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Interested in writing about news,
sports, or entertainment?
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Muse Infographic

Evolving from their late ‘90s alt-rock origins into a bombastic force that fused progressive
rock, electronica, and pop, English trio Muse carved out a niche as a genre-blurring
powerhouse that balanced intergalactic sci-fi and government conspiracy theory

themes with yearning anthems of love and heartbreak.

Widely recognized as one of the best live bands in the world,

Muse has released eight studio albums, selling over

20 million albums worldwide.
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Editorial Illlustration

Anton Troianovski

Why Ukraine is important to Putin

Some Russians view Kyiv, now the Ukrainian capital and once the
center of the medieval Kyivan Rus, as the birthplace of their nation.

President Viadimir V. Putin said on Tuesday that the United
States was trying to pull Russia into armed conflict over Ukraine
that Russia did not want, saying that the West had not vet satisfied
Russias demands for a sphere of influence in Eastern Europe but
that he hoped “dialogue will be continued.”

Mr. Putin has massed more than 100,000 troops near the
Ukrainian border, in what American officials have warned could
be a prelude to an invasion. But Mr. Putin accused the United
States of trying to goad his government into launching a conflict
io create a pretext for tougher Western sanctions against Russia.

“Their most important task is to contain Russias develop-
ment,” he said. “Ukraine is just an instrument of achieving this
goal.” In Washington, the White House press secretary, Jen Psaki,
reacted derisively to Mr. Putins comments, comparing them to
“when the fox is screaming from the top of the henhouse that
he's scared of the chickens”A State Department spokesman, Ned
Price, declined to respond directly to Mr. Putin’s statements, say-
ing, “1 will leave it to the Kremlinologists out there — budding,
professional, amateur or otherwise — to read the tea leaves and
try to interpret the significance of those remarks.”

The bitter exchanges between the two powers at the United
Nations on Monday highlighted a chasm that needs to be bridged.
The US. ambassador, Linda Thomas-Greenficld, said Russia was
trving to “paint Ukraine and Western countries as the aggressors
to fabricate a pretext for attack” The Russian ambassador, Vassily
Nebenzia, accused America of creating a nonexistent crisis. He
also called the popularly elected government in Kyiv “nation-
alists, radicals, Russophobes and pure Nazis™ The United States
said the more than 130,000 Russian troops amassed to Ukraines north, east
and south represented the greatest threat to European security since the end
of World War IL President Biden said on Monday that the United States would
“engage in nonstop diplomacy” and “attempt like the devil to improve security
for our allies and partiers and for all of Europe.”

Mr. Putin’s comments, al a news conference in Moscow with Prime Min-
ister Viktor Orban of Hungary, marked the first time since December that he
had spoken publicly about the crisis. The Kremlin has demanded in writing that
NATO not expand eastward and that NATO draw down forces in Eastern Eu-
ropean countries that were once part of the Soviet Union or part of its orbit.

Mr. Putin described the possibility of Ukraine joining NATO as a threat
to world peace. He said that a Western-allied Ukraine strengthened with NATO
weapons could launch a war against Russia to recapture Crimea, leading to war
between Russia and the NATO bloc, Russial annexation of Crimea in 2014 was
not recognized as legitimate by the international community, The United States
and NATO delivered written responses to Russias demands last week. Russia
has not yet responded formally, but Mr. Putin said it was clear “that the principal
Russian concerns turned out to be ignored.”

Mr. Putin threatened in December that Russia wounld take unspecified
“military-technical” measures if the West did not meet its demands. He did not
repeat the threat on Tuesday, instead sounding a somewhat optimistic note, de-
scribing the diplomacy that has been underway. “I hope that eventually we will
find this solution though it's not easy, we understand that,” Mr. Putin said. “But
to talk today about what that will be — Tam, of course, not ready to do that”

Insspeeches, interviews and lengthy articles, President Viadimir V. Putin of
TRussia and his close associates have telegraphed a singular fixation on Ukraine.
The Kremlin thesis goes that Ukrainians are “one people” with Russians, living
in a failing state controlled by Western forces determined to divide and conquer
the post-Soviet world. Ukrainians, who ousted a Russia-friendly president in
2014 and are increasingly in favor of binding their country to Western institu-
tions, would largely beg to differ. But Mr. Putin’s conviction finds a receptive ear
among many Russians, who see themselves as linked intimately with Ukraine by
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generations of linguistic, cultural, economic, political and family ties.

Russians often view Kyiv, now the Ukrainian capital and once the cen-
ter of the medieval Kyivan Rus, as the birthplace of their nation, Well-known
Russian-language writers, such as Nikolai Gogol and Mikhail Bulgakov, came
from Ukraine, as did the Communist revolutionary Leon Trotsky and the Soviet
leader Leonid Brezhnev. Ukrainian is Ukraines official language, but Russian —
which is closely related — is still widely spoken. Ukraine’s president, Volodymyr
Zelensky, now speaks Ukrainian in public but first gained fame as a Russian-lan-
guage comedian who performed across the former Soviet Union.

To Mr. Putin — and many other Russians — the conflict with Ukraine
is about a hurt national psyche, a historical injustice to be set right. One of his
former advisers, Gleb O. Pavlovsky, in an interview described the Kremlin's view
of Ukraine as a “trauma wrapped in a trauma” — the dissolution of the Soviet
Union coupled with the separation of a nation Russians long viewed as simply
an extension of their own, Mr. Putin has years of grievances about what he sees
as Western overreach in Eastern Europe, and Ukraine has been the object of de-
cades of Kremlin efforts to keep it within Moscow’s sway. Mr. Putin also argues
that a greater Western mililary presence represents an existential threat to Rus-
sia. Nuclear missiles placed there, he has said, would be able to reach Moscow
with just a few minutes’ warning. American officials say the United States has no
plans to base such missiles in Ukraine.

President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine opened a new session of Par-
liament on Tuesday by calling for unity in the country, offering assurance that
its cconomy was stable, and praising the enormous show of diplomatic and mil-
itary support from Ukraines allies.One thing he did not mention: Russia and
its buildup of troops on Ukraines borders. For weeks, Mr. Zelensky has tried
to play down the threat posted by the military buildup even while welcoming a
host of visiting foreign dignitaries, many of whom view the threat as very real.
‘Though wary of what Mr. Zelensky has described as overhyped warning about
a Russian invasion, the Ukrainian leader and his government have made clear
that the military support pouring into Kyiv is welcome and have urged Ukraine's
allies to do more.
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